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Eurocentrism in conceptualizing CBC

Globally, however, the European experience looks more like a highly favourable outlier,
for at least the following reasons.
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Eurocentrism in conceptualizing CBC

The problem starts with a very definition, as the most known one is evidently

Eurocentric...

1980 Madrid Convention
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What if good-
neighborly relations
do not look realistic

but some actors want
to cooperate?




What is cross-border cooperation?

CBC as typically framed in OSCE documents: states are
foregrounded, regions remain secondary

cross-border cooperation between
cooperation neighboring states



Geographical conditions of Central Asian CBC

5 states: Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

Landlocked position and
special role of transit
from/to/via China, Russia,
Iran, and Azerbaijan, Unlike
the EU case, external actors
sometimes seriously
influence CBC.

Serious landscape barriers
(desert and mountains). Only
relatively few contact zones
between CA states
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Central Asia: a different setting for CBC

iﬂ No integrationist
\,N/ framework

Landlocked position,
~ transit dependence,

and third-country
influence

Authoritarian
control over regional
external ties.

4 Central agenciesare
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Pockets of activity in Central Asia’s CBC landscape
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Some practical implications

European CBC tools
do not always travel
well: region-centered
definitions and
barrier-focused
frameworks may
misread centralized or
authoritarian
governance logics

Depoliticized
formats involving
central agencies
may be more
acceptable inthe
region than activist
models centered on
NGOs

CBC research should pay greater attention to centralized authoritarian settings




2026 Almaty CBC conference

23-26 September 2026

Our team s planning a conference on
comparative cross-border cooperation policies
worldwide.

Conference website: www.almabord2026.com
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