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' Agenda

* The Digital Decade Policy Programme & the Digital Decade Report:
A call for EU sovereignty & resilience (B2)

* The Commission's initiatives on cloud (E2)

* The EU's support to sovereigh open-source technologies (E3)

Digital sovereignty — Prof. Dr. Paul Timmers

The 'Eurostack Report': A European alternative for digital sovereignty
Prof. Dr. Francesca Bria
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SECURING DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY IN
THE DIGITAL DECADE

STRATEGIES FOR EUROPE'S TECH INDEPENDENCE

Eric Peters, Acting Head of Unit, Unit B2, DG CNECT




EVP Henna Virkkunnen at the Al Summit in Paris (2025):
“We have a lot of homework to do to achieve technological sovereignty.
But Europe has the strengths and the political resolve to succeed.

We don't have a choice. This is essential for our competitiveness, our security, and

to protect our social models and democracy.”
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The Digital Decade Policy Programme

ICT Specialists: 20 millions + gender
balance

80% of adults can use tech for everyday
tasks

Gigabit connectivity for everyone, high-
speed mobile coverage (at least 5G)
everywhere
EU produces 20% of world's semiconductors
10 000 cloud edge nodes = fast data
access
EU quantum computing by 2025

Key Public Services - 100% online
Everyone can access health
records online
Everyone can use elD

75% of EU companies using Cloud, Al or Big Data
Double the number of unicorn startups
90% of SMEs taking up tech
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Third State of the Digital Decade Report (2025)

Measures
* Digital Decade Report: The annual progress
‘rendez-vous’ to take stock on digital  [OWAIGS
.. . . objectives and
policies (expected to be published mid- targets
June this year)

- Comprehensive report on EU’s digital Re%%?cri':"ds Takes stock on
transformation based on input from the Y YYITITY, MU;“FO‘:“"V
Commission and Member States actions to be State of gfgss’
including their annual strategic national taken by MS EU’s Digital

roadmaps Decade

Report
* Multi-Country Projects allowing Member

States to pool investments in digital
infrastructures (EDICs)

National

Identifies
. . roadmaps, ionifi t
* Underpinned by the Declaration on like a MS significan

. . . .. : : gaps and
Digital Rights and Principles Strateglgr?ctlon e
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SDD24: Key messages

* With the world’s most ambitious digital agenda, including increased funding
for digital, intensive legislative activity and other major Iinitiatives, the EU

positioned itself as a global policy innovator and an increasing digital
industrial power.

« Massive action, yet (for now) limited progress in most of the Digital
Decade's dimensions

* New challenges (inflation, technological race, energy prices, rise of
disinformation) demand further action, particularly in:
o Technological leadership, resilience, competitiveness, sovereignty;
o Empowering and including people in the digital transition;
o Leveraging digital transformation to support the green transition.



SDD24: Digital Sovereignty & Competitiveness

* A wake-up call:

80% of technologies & services needed for the EU's digital transformation are
designed/manufactured in third countries

European platforms have struggled to capture more than 5% of global market value for a
decade

The presence of EU firms among the world's leading ICT companies is minimal, with only 3
Europeans in the top 50 ICT companies by market capitalisation

Venture capital investment in EU start-ups reached EUR 51.7 billion in 2023 (a drop of 45.6%
compared to 2022)

* The potential of the (Digital) Single Market remains untapped: capitalising on the single market is
essential to address major imbalances in the production of digital services.

 Significant work yet ahead to reach the 2030 objectives and targets: the combined EU27
semiconductor market share is 9.8% of global revenues; Al take-up stalls at 8%; only 58% of SMEs are
digitalised; only 13% of the world’s unicorns are based in Europe.

 Digital Decade Eurobarometer 2025: 85% of citizens consider it important to ensure that European
companies can grow and become European champions able to compete globally



SDD24: Some key recommendations

Member States should foster the availability of legal and technical support to
procure and implement trustworthy and sovereign Al solutions across sectors.

Member States should take policy measures and earmark resources to support
the adoption of trustworthy and sovereign Al-enabled solutions by European
companies, step up public investment in general purpose/generative Al based
and incentivise private investments.

Member States should focus investment and regulatory measures to develop
and make available secure, sovereign and interoperable digital solutions for
online public and government services, including possibly in the context of
public procurements.



Moving forward

 Europe has many strengths to lead in the digital transformation.
To take the example of Al, we have:
e Skills, with 30% more Al researchers than in the US
 Thousands of innovative Al start-ups in the EU
 Large internal market
 Clear digital rules, providing a safe online environment, level playing field & predictability for
companies

* However, we need to do more to strengthen our competitiveness and achieve tech sovereignty.
This will include:

* Boosting investments (both public & private)

* Providing startups and EU companies with access to data and infrastructure

 Simplifying EU legislation

* Creating an environment that is favourable to innovative disruption

 Coordinating with Member States and EU industry

* Reinforcing skills

* Expanding strong international partnerships



What has already been done

* Launch of InvestAl initiative (April 2025): to mobilise EUR 200 billion for investment in Al,
including a new European fund of EUR 20 billion for Al gigafactories
* Al gigafactories will allow for an open, collaborative development & training of complex Al
models
* Al gigafactories will increase by 5 the capacity of our supercomputers in Europe

7 European Al factories have already been approved and will start operating this year

* The EU has a world-leading network of public supercomputers, including what will soon be
Europe's first exascale supercomputer (Jupiter)

e Coming up: Cloud & Al Development Act, which will equip Europe with a secure, modern and
sustainable infrastructure to scale up computational capacity. It will also cut red tape to
stimulate investment and accelerate permitting.
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The European Commission's initiatives on
Cloud

Manuel Mateo Goyet, Acting Head Wt, DG CNECT (E2)




The EU's support to sovereign, open-source
technologies

Fabrizia Benini, Head of Unit, DG ﬁT (E3)




Digital Sovereignty

Prof. Dr. Paul Timmer.




The EuroStack Report
A European Alternative for Digital Sovereignty

Prof. Dr. Francesca Bria .
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Thank you !
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