
US Government Resources 
for SMEs

• ITA – International Trade 
Administration

• SBA – Small Business Administration

• USPTO – United States Patent and 
Trademark Office



International Trade 
Administration 

Resources for SMEs

U.S. Department of Commerce  
International Trade Administration (ITA)



U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration

STOPfakes Program

• U.S. government interagency program that provides information and 
resources to help U.S. businesses protect their intellectual property in 
foreign markets (managed by ITA)

– Partner agencies: ITA, CBP, DOJ, EXIM Bank, FBI, HHS, IPR Center, SBA, State, 
Treasury, USAID, USDA, USPTO, WIPO

• In-person outreach events and trainings for businesses

– STOPfakes road shows

– Trade shows

• Online resources

– Business and consumer guides

– Methods to contact U.S. and global IP agencies
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U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration

STOPfakes.gov

• The STOPfakes.gov website provides information for rights holders on 
how to register and protect IP in export markets

• Publications include tutorials, country toolkits, industry toolkits, country 
snapshots, and webinars

• Email us through the website or at STOPfakes@trade.gov

• Follow us on Twitter (@STOPfakesGov) for new publications, updates, 
and events: twitter.com/STOPfakesGov
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http://www.stopfakes.gov/
mailto:STOPfakes@trade.gov
https://twitter.com/STOPfakesGov


U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration

STOPfakes.gov Resources

• Industry Toolkits
– Industry-specific information on 

protecting IP

• Country IP Snapshots
– One-page summaries of the IP 

landscape in foreign countries

• IP Highlights
– One-pagers and brochures 

highlighting a specific topic, created 
in partnership with specialized 
agencies

• Online Tutorials

– Including webinars such as the 
China Webinar series

Available Online: 

stopfakes.gov/IPR-Toolkits

stopfakes.gov/welcome
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https://www.stopfakes.gov/IPR-Toolkits
https://www.stopfakes.gov/welcome


U.S. Department of Commerce | International Trade Administration

Additional ITA Resources

• Trade Data: 

https://www.trade.gov/trade-data-analysis

• eCommerce Resources: 
https://www.trade.gov/ecommerce

• Country Commercial Guides: 
https://www.trade.gov/ccg-landing-page

– Section titled “Selling U.S. Products & 
Services” >> Protecting Intellectual Property
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https://www.trade.gov/trade-data-analysis
https://www.trade.gov/ecommerce
https://www.trade.gov/ccg-landing-page


U.S. Small Business 
Administration 

Resources for SMEs

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)



U.S. Small Business Administration IP 
Resources

Online Resources and Training: SBA Trade Tools 
(www.sba.gov/tradetools) is a one-stop shop for small 
businesses for information and resources available related 
to international trade, including intellectual property. 
Available in English and Spanish.

Plug into Business Counseling:  Schedule an appointment 
to meet with your local small business counselor 
(www.sba.gov/local-assistance) for no-cost advising and to 
review your business plan.  

Build IP Costs into SBA Financing:  Contact your local 
Export Finance Manager to discuss how to build 
international IP costs into SBA export financing.  Contact SBA’s International Trade Hotline at international@sba.gov or 855-722-4877

with questions.

http://www.sba.gov/tradetools
http://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/export-trade-assistance/export-finance-managers
mailto:international@sba.gov
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U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office 

Resources for SMEs

U.S. Department of Commerce  
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)



Inventor and entrepreneur resources

• The USPTO’s hub for 

resources and information 

for inventors, 

entrepreneurs, and small 

businesses.

www.uspto.gov/inventors
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http://www.uspto.gov/inventors


www.uspto.gov/startups
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Startup Resources

http://www.uspto.gov/startups


Trademark Basics
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/basics


Trademark Basics
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www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics


Micro entity status

• 75% off most patent fees

• Low cost submission to establish filing date 

– Provisional application filing fees:

• $140 small entity

• $70 micro entity

• Micro entity certifies that he/she:

– Qualifies as a small entity (less than 500 employees);

– Has not been named as an inventor on more than four previously 

filed patent applications

www.uspto.gov/patents/laws/micro-entity-status
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents/laws/micro-entity-status


Find help in your area
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• Resources and assistance in your state 

for filing for a patent or registering a 

trademark

• Free patent and trademark legal 

assistance

• Learn to search inventions and 

trademarks

• Attend events in your region

• Network with inventor and entrepreneur 

organizations in your state

• Accessible via uspto.gov homepage

– New to IP? Find help in your area

https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/patents-help/resources-state
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/patents-help/resources-state


USPTO offices
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USPTO headquarters

Alexandria, VA

Eastern Regional Outreach Office

Alexandria, VA

– www.uspto.gov/EastCoast

Midwest Regional Office

Detroit, MI

– www.uspto.gov/Detroit

Rocky Mountain Regional Office

Denver, CO

– www.uspto.gov/Denver

Silicon Valley Regional Office

San Jose, CA

– www.uspto.gov/SiliconValley

Texas Regional Office

Dallas, TX

– www.uspto.gov/Dallas

http://www.uspto.gov/EastCoast
http://www.uspto.gov/Detroit
http://www.uspto.gov/Denver
http://www.uspto.gov/SiliconValley
http://www.uspto.gov/Dallas


USPTO Assistance Centers

Inventor Assistance Center

• Provides general information 

about patent examination policy 

and procedure.

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday 

through Friday

• (571) 272-1000 

• (800) 786-9199 (press 2)

• www.uspto.gov/InventorAssistance

Trademark Assistance Center

• Provides general information about 

the trademark registration process.

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday 

through Friday

• (571) 272-9250 

• (800) 786-9199 (press 1)

• www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance
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http://www.uspto.gov/InventorAssistance
http://www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance


Filing a patent application on your own

• Pro Se Assistance program provides outreach 

education to applicants (also known as "pro se" 

applicants) who file patent applications without 

the assistance of a registered patent attorney or 

agent.

– www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents

– innovationdevelopment@uspto.gov

– 866-767-3848
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http://www.uspto.gov/ProSepatents


www.uspto.gov/PTRC

Nationwide network of public, 

state, and academic libraries 

that are designated by the 

USPTO to disseminate patent 

and trademark information 

and to support intellectual 

property needs of the public.

Patent and Trademark Resource Centers 

(PTRCs)

19

http://www.uspto.gov/PTRC


Patent Pro Bono Program
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This program matches financially 

underresourced inventors and small 

businesses with registered patent 

attorneys.  

Learn more about how to apply for 

patent pro bono assistance:

www.uspto.gov/ProBonoPatents



USPTO Law School Clinic Certification Prorgram
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www.uspto.gov/LawSchoolClinic

http://www.uspto.gov/LawSchoolClinicProgram


IP events for small businesses

• The USPTO provides IP training and outreach to small 

businesses on a regular basis. 

• Join us at an upcoming event or access materials from recent 

events for free to gain more in-depth knowledge about patents, 

trademarks, trade secrets, copyrights, commercialization of IP 

and enforcement of intellectual property rights.

www.uspto.gov/about-us/events
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http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events


Thank you!

Jessica Pomper

International Trade Specialist

International Trade Administration


